
Outline: 
Title – The Knot 
Tagline – One bad tie could set you adrift. 
Company/Group/Author Name(s) – Ultralight Films 
 
Setting – Home/Car/Job Interview 

§ Darren’s house  
o (INT) Bathroom – mirror 
o (INT) Kitchen – breakfast table 
o (EXT) Driveway – car 
o (INT) Living room - couch 

§ Car 
o (INT) Front seat – reflection in rearview 

§ Office building lobby 
o (INT) Waiting room – couch/table 

§ Office hallway 
§ Interview Room 

o (INT) Chair – seated far away from interview table 
Characters 

§ Lead – Darren Milton (Interviewee) 
§ Supporting – Tyler Wilson Pearson (Interviewer) 
§ Ancillary – Administrator, two additional interviewees. 

 
Story – Black Comedy    Theme – Job Interview gone awry 

§ Set-up – Darren is set for the biggest job interview of his life.  But he still 
doesn’t know how to tie a tie. 

o Darren gets up and prepares for the day.  Gets dressed for job interview, 
grooms himself in the mirror, eats breakfast.  Fiddles with trying to fix 
his tie.  The knot is in hopeless disrepair. 

§ Action – Darren must attend and go through with the job interview. 
o Action 1 – Darren arrives at the job interview, tie still in bad shape.  

Gets skeptical looks from admins and custodial staff on his way into the 
interview.  Nervously enters interview in spite of the tie situation. 

o Action 2 – Darren tries desperately to fix his tie on the drive to the 
interview, causing him to get into a rear-end collision. 

o Action 3 – Darren arrives at the interview, and while being escorted in, 
has a minor panic attack.  He excuses himself to the restroom, where he 
splashes water on his face and stares at himself in the mirror, trying to 
regroup and maintain his focus. 

§ Resolution – Darren either does or does not get the job. 
o Resolution 1 – Darren enters the interview room with a poorly tied knot.  

The interviewer takes notice of the poor knot, and dismisses him as being 
unprofessional.  He does not get the job, and is sent home to lament his 
life while eating chips on the couch and watching syndicated reruns of 
General Hospital. 

o Resolution 2 – Darren miraculously pulls himself together, crafts a 
flawless tie-knot, walks in and nails the interview.  He is sent home 
with a large signing bonus and books a trip to Disneyland.   

o Resolution 3 – Darren arrives to the interview very late and frazzled.  
A. See resolution 1. 
B. See resolution 2. 

 
 
 



Final Draft 
Darren Milton is set for the biggest job interview of his life.  There is just one 
problem—he does not know how to tie a tie.  Darren wakes up the morning of the 
interview and attends to his normal routine, brushing his teeth, making his toast.  
But before he leaves, he frightfully ties the worst tie-knot in history.  Darren is 
visibly nervous his entire commute to the interview, and almost gets in an accident on 
the drive there.  When he arrives at the office building, he is greeted by an 
administrator who gives him an odd and knowing look about his tie.  Darren becomes 
more frazzled by the second while he sits and waits in the lobby, and just as he’s 
being escorted down the hall to the interview room, he panics and asks if he can 
excuse himself to the restroom.  Once there, he stares into the mirror, and suddenly 
enters a zen-like state of being.  The next shot we see is of Darren sitting 
confidently in a chair across the room from a table of interviewees, as they nod 
approvingly at his demeanor, and his perfect tie-knot.  The scene then jumps to Darren 
bursting through the door of his house, arms raised in victory, check in hand—then a 
quick shot to his computer screen booking himself a trip to Disneyland. 


